Central Iowa Paddlers

Volume 4 Issue 2









May 2000

This newsletter is a publication of the Central Iowa Paddlers, an informal group of paddlesport enthusiasts.  The mission of the club is to share information, promote recreation opportunities and paddlesport safety, and encourage care of our aquatic resources.  The group includes new and experienced paddlers with canoes and kayaks of all kinds.  Pass the word!

SUBSCRIBER LIST

Attached with this issue of the Central Iowa Paddlers newsletter is a current list of subscribers.  Your status is shown in the right column.

If the information is incorrect or you have any questions, please contact the Newsletter Editor at 688 Polk Boulevard, Des Moines, IA 50312.

If you haven't sent in your fee for 2000, please do so soon!  You may use the enclosed subscription form to order this year's Central Iowa paddling news - it's just  $10!

Thanks for sharing your stories - keep 'em coming!

-Robin Fortney, Editor

MEANDERINGS

So how's the water out there and where are you finding it?  Looks like it could be a lake paddling kind of year.

It was wonderful to see new faces at Grays Lake and Brushy Creek Lake last week.   The lack of water hasn't kept the most passionate paddlers off the water, nor stopped the planning of paddling trips.

I really look forward to seeing all of you at our Adopt-a-River kickoff event on May 13.  We'll work on cleaning up a stretch of the Middle Raccoon River and meet afterward for a barbecue picnic and party.  Come meet our partners at the Dallas County Conservation Board.  

See you around the bend!  Robin Fortney, Editor

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
DES MOINES RIVER

SATURDAY, MAY 20

Join us for a 12-mile paddle from Yellow Banks Park to Runnels Bridge Access. There is plenty of water for an enjoyable float, with sandbars in abundance. With breaks, this will be a 5-6 hour trip. 

Time: Meet at 9:30 am at Yellow Banks Park in southeast Polk County

Directions: From Des Moines, take East University Avenue to the State Fair grounds, go south on E 30th past the main entrance to the fairgrounds. After about 2 miles, SE 30th becomes Route 46, and then Vandalia Road.  In about 2 more miles, Vandalia Road passes under the new Highway 65 and continues on about 2 miles. Yellow Banks is one mile south on SE 68th Street, with clear signs pointing the way. As you enter the park, follow the boat ramp signs to the right, down the bluffs, to the river. 

If you are traveling on I-80, take Highway 65 south to the Vandalia Road exit, then go east about 2 miles.  Highway 163 also intersects Highway 65 at Pleasant Hill. Take Highway 65 south to Vandalia Road.

Attractions: We launch at the yellow banks, tree lined loess bluffs that are best viewed from the river.  About 2 miles into the trip, we enter a series of 6 mile-long switchbacks, with views of the hills in the distance. There will be herons, ducks, geese and leaping fish throughout the trip. This is one of the most remote stretches of the river, one that I've done several times a year for the past 4 years. It's easy to feel lost, but you'll be with an experienced guide who really loves this stretch of the Des Moines.  At about 8 miles, we'll pass through the narrows, one of the deepest parts of the river.  We'll go past the Hartford boat ramp, then past the high bluffs that lead to the Runnels Bridge access. 

Take Out Point: The Runnels Bridge access is south and east of Hartford off Highway 5. The best landmark is the Webb Campground sign at Delaware Rd. and Highway 5. Coming south from Des Moines, take Highway 65 to the Carlisle exit, then Highway 5 to Hartford.  Delaware Road is the 3rd left after you pass the Git and Go in Hartford.  Follow the gravel road about 3 miles, past the KIOA transmitter station. At the campground sign, follow the dead-end road down to the river. 

The Plan: We'll meet at Yellow Banks, drop off boats and gear, and leave a few people to watch 
over them. We'll take our cars to Runnels via F70 (Vandalia Rd.) to 316, south through Runnels, then north 3 miles on Highway 5 to the Webb Campground turnoff. We'll leave the    downstream vehicles. Those of us with multi-purpose vehicles will shuttle the rest back to 
the launch point.   We'll return by the same route, but Vandalia Rd. north of Runnels is called SE 56th.  Take a left and go 6 miles to get back to Yellow Banks.  (follow the Dragoon Trail signs) 

Those with multipurpose vehicles are encouraged to bring them along to assist. We should be launched by 10:30 am. and be out of the water by 5 pm.  

If you plan to join us, contact Gerry Rowland at 515-277-3092 or gerryr@netins.net.  Visit www.desmoinesriver.org for more information.

JUNE 10-11, LAKE AHQUABI

Mike Richards and Mary Donaghy are planning another camping, canoeing, hiking weekend getaway at fabulous Lake Aquabi on June 10-11.  We will also be inviting the sierra club and ski club groups.  So its a great opportunity to meet others with the same interests.   We can save camping sites all in the same area and will have a pot luck on Saturday night, with us providing the beef stew.   For more information, call 

Mary Donaghy at 515-962-1040 days or 515-961-2627 evenings. 

TUESDAYS AT GRAYS LAKE

Bring your kayak or canoe.  Bring your experience or lack thereof.  Practice your paddling and safety skills and meet other paddlers.  Every Tuesday from 6 to 8 o'clock we will meet at Grays Lake Park on Fleur Drive in Des Moines.  We will meet rain or shine, though we get off the water when there is lightning!  

Want to practice self-rescue, rolling your kayak, or a new paddle stroke?  Join us at the swimming beach.

THURSDAYS AT LAKE AHQUABI

Canoesport Outfitters is offering a regular night of paddling at Lake Ahquabi this year.  It will be every Thursday, from 7 pm until dark.  Employees and staff will be out test paddling canoes and kayaks, so club members are welcome to join us.  We'll be adding a series of clinics as the summer progresses.  If you have questions give us a call at 515-961-6117.

JULY 15&16

DES MOINES RIVER

The Villages of Van Buren invite you to Canoe Van Buren on July 15 & 16.  Experience the tranquility on the scenic Des Moines River as it lazily meanders through the historic Villages of Van Buren. The Villages is a unique cluster of small communities nestled away in the southeast corner of Iowa. The river villages date back to the early 1800's, when Indians set up camps on the riverbanks, traders and pioneers used the river as the major mode of transportation. 

As you round the 'Great Bend' in Keosauqua you will see Hotel Manning, which resembles the steamboats of yesteryear. There are many other shops and restaurants too.  Bentonsport is filled with antiques and specialty shops, here you can witness working artisans demonstrating their trade of sculpting, pottery and blacksmithing. Marvel at the Mason House Inn. On down river, as you enter Bonaparte you will awe at the site of two old mills. Home to Bonaparte Mill Antiques and Bonaparte Retreat, which is regionally famous for their superb food served in a unique atmosphere. 

The float ends in Farmington. Here you can dine in comfort at the Bridge Cafe & Supper Club, or marvel at artifacts in the Pioneer Museum. Whatever your pleasure, your trip through the Villages is bound to be memorable!

Cost: $25.00 per person by July 1, $28.00 per person after July 1, includes canoe shuttle service, T-shirt and insurance.

Check-In: 9:00 AM July 15 - Shidepoke Access, Selma.  Park your vehicles.  Driver shuttles are provided from Keosauqua.

Launch: 10:00 AM Shidepoke Access, Selma

Finish: Approx. 3:00 p.m. July 16, Farmington

Driver shuttle to vehicles in Keosauqua.

For more information, contact:

Phone: 
800-TOUR VBC

Email: 

canoe@800-tourvbc.com
Website:
www.800-tourvbc.com
TRIP REPORTS
Please send highlights of your trip to the Newsletter Editor as soon as possible after your event so we can all enjoy hearing about your adventures!

MIDDLE RACCOON RIVER

By Alan Foster

It is very rare that it hits 70 degrees in the first week of March and that the water levels are so low. But what a great day to be out on the river! 

The water temp must have been close to 40 degrees but otherwise it was shorts and tee shirt weather. We had 3 tandem canoes, 4 kayaks, and two solo canoes.

It was easy to see the tires today so we plucked an additional 5 tires out of the river and assorted trash that was visible due to the low water.  Still a few items to go back and get but the river looked good down to the Guthrie County Access west of Linden.

Yesterday the river gauge was 4.32 ft and 80 cfs at Panora.  Normal flow for this date is 130 cfs. We were on the river for 3.5 hours, which included a leisurely lunch stop and strong winds. A couple of new strainers have appeared on this section waiting for high water to ambush the unsuspecting.  Next time we should take along some pruning equipment and do some strategic tree and brush clearing.

YELLOW RIVER,

VOLNEY TO THE MISSISSIPPI

By Greg Vitale and Rick Dietz

On April 7th, Greg Vitale, Matt Maxwell, and Rick Dietz braved near blizzard conditions for a weekend of paddling on the Yellow River in Northeast Iowa. Others had second thoughts in the face of an expected four to eight inches of snow.  Gusty winds and drifting snow made for an exciting drive, but the anticipation of large snow accumulations brought hope that water levels would be up from our exploratory trip two weeks earlier. 

There is no gauge on the Yellow River so we consulted data from nearby rivers.  The Upper Iowa at Decorah had a flow of 277 cfs, the Turkey River at Garber read 507 cfs.  Both gauges were well below the seasonal median reflecting the long running dry period since last summer.  The 2-inch snow accumulation

was gone by noon Saturday and had little effect.

Our accommodations were at the old Sixteen Schoolhouse, a one-room schoolhouse built around 1930, located just up the road from Sixteen bridge.  Warm shelter, running water and modern cooking facilities were welcome after the drive up and after each day’s paddling. Former Sixteen Schoolhouse students, George and Belva Ashbacher, rent the schoolhouse to paddlers.

The Yellow is a small winding stream with nearly constant turns, riffles, and drops. Between Volney and Sixteen Bridge the river flows through rolling meadow and is a particularly beautiful stretch of river.  Access is downstream of the X26 Bridge on river right. This 4-mile section took approximately 1-1/2 hours.  Another bridge southeast of Volney provides alternate access. 

Access at Sixteen Bridge is also on river right just below the bridge. This is a public access with parking, but through a private horse pasture.  Here the river valley begins to narrow and meadow is replaced by forest and bluffs. About halfway to Ion Bridge the river slows above a low water dam and farm crossing.  Best to get off the river and check it out. The six miles between Sixteen and Ion took about 3 hours.  

Near Ion the Yellow has the greatest rate of fall of any navigable river in Iowa, but it begins to slow as it nears the Mississippi. There is an unmarked access at the end of Old Mission Drive, approximately two miles downstream from Ion on river left. We arrived at the Hwy 76 Access (9 miles) in about 2 1/2 hours.  This is an unimproved parking area opposite Smoky Hollow Road, approximately 1 mile above the 76

bridge. We continued to the Yellow River Access on the Mississippi, just south of the mouth. This added about 1/2 hour.

Our efforts were well rewarded.  Wildlife sightings included herons, eagles, vultures, hawks, geese, ducks, turkeys, and brown trout.  Other unexpected treats included excellent

weather, and woodland hikes at Effigy Mounds and Yellow River State Forest.  

Useful websites include Yellow River Valley Canoe & Heritage Trail Map: http://www.allamakeecounty.com/
Iowa Geographic Image Map Servers: http://ortho.gis.iastate.edu and 

http://www.easterniowatourism.org/links.htm
DES MOINES RIVER

By CarrolL Altman

Two friends and I went down the Des Moines River from northwest of Boone to Luther on Saturday, April 22.  The river was pretty low and it was difficult to find the channel sometimes.  A couple of times I was grounded but I didn't have to get out and walk.  All I had to do was put both hands in the water and push on the bottom and I was able to get into water deep enough to continue on.  We did see some raptors, and a wild turkey flew right in front of us and landed on the far bank.  The raptors were a red tail hawk and three different osprey.  They are beautiful birds to watch fly.  The day was sunny but windy so it was kind of hard to paddle.  It was my new Dagger Savannah's maiden voyage on the river.  The trip took about 6 hours to complete.

NORTH FORKOF THE WHITE RIVER

By Mike Smith

On April 21-22, a buddy and I float-fished two 5-mile segments of the lovely North Fork of the White River in the Missouri Ozarks.  The White River rises southeast of Fayetteville and flows north, east and then back south to the Mississippi.   The White was the GRAND Ozark mountain river, now "damned" by the huge Corps of Engineers reservoirs -- Beaver Lake, Table Rock Lake, Bull Shoals and, I think, Lake Tanneycomo.  The Buffalo is a tributary of the great White.

The North Fork of the White still flows freely south through a unit of the Mark Twain National Forest.   There are about 50 floatable miles before reaching the damming effect of the North Fork at Norfork Lake.  The lower reaches of the North Fork include some of the most productive rainbow trout fishing in the country.  We were upstream from the trout water.   The North Fork of the White has the beauty characteristics of Ozark streams, with some escarpments similar to those on the Buffalo.  My friend Walter is a veteran of many Ozark streams, but this was a new river for both of us. The weather was perfect; the water was low.   The Missouri Ozarks are sharing our drought.  With a light-loaded day-tripping boat, we seldom had to wade shoals.   

Wildlife highlights were a badger scurrying into a "hidey hole" and flocks of butterflies clustering on damp sand at water's edge.  Redbuds were mostly leafed out, but wild magnolias still dazzled.  We got good rental & shuttle service and camping with hot showers at Twin Bridge Campground, which has an excellent web site.   Caution about the North Fork:  Although we were ahead of the season, it appears that this is one of several gorgeous Missouri Ozark Rivers that are turned into a circus by too many canoes, especially on summer weekends.   Also, on a longer float trip, a canoeist would encounter many fly fishermen, including some who probably don't welcome competition with floaters for water space.  

Paddling stern, I managed to aggravate my injured shoulder and am temporarily  "embargoed" from paddling.   I will, I fear, have to miss the Brushy Creek outing because I can neither put a boat on a car nor paddle.  Hope I'm able to help with the May 13 Middle Raccoon cleanup.   

BIG SIOUX RIVER

By Mark Poyzer

My son and I floated the Big Sioux River on April 24.  We put in at the Rock-Sioux Access about 7 miles north of Hawarden. The distance was about 10 miles and it took two hours in kayaks.  The average water depth was 1-2 feet.  We saw lot of birds, ducks, geese, blue heron, hawks, and others.  We also saw three young deer.  The wind came out of the south so when we headed into the wind we had to work hard to go downstream.  It was a great day any way.

BRUSHY CREEK LAKE

By Robin Fortney

Sunday, April 29, was my first day on the water in 2000.  I was very pleased that John Pearson suggested this trip.  Brushy Creek Recreation Area is located about 20 miles southeast of Fort Dodge in Webster County.  Construction of Brushy Creek dam was started in 1993 and the lake finally filled last year.  The 700-acre lake is narrow and winding, and trees provide a sense of intimacy and adventure.  

About twelve paddlers met at the north boat access in mid-afternoon.  John took us upstream first through trees and brush and showed us the silt dams that will help keep the lake water clear.  Then we paddled around a small island to a prairie restoration area.  The group hiked through prairie that was beginning to bloom while John told about his effort to save the natural prairie remnant along the shoreline.  He also told us about the controversial, 30-year history of the lake project and the efforts made to minimize its environmental impacts.  We paddled on down to the swimming beach and met a family in a tandem kayak.  There were some fisherman out checking the size of the fish; wakes aren't allowed, so Brushy is a good place for paddlers.

Brushy Creek Lake is very scenic, and the clarity of the water is startling in Iowa.  Trails follow the perimeter of the lake and camping is available, so I encourage paddlers to check this place out.  

FROM THE WATER’S EDGE
(The Editor asked subscribers for comments about their paddling adventures, and also inquired about Boundary Water Canoe Area information. Good to hear from you!)
KIRK CUNNINGHAM: I don't believe we have had an opportunity to meet yet, but I was hoping to do so this weekend at Bushy Creek.  My wife and I just purchased two kayaks at the Indianola store, but they won't be ready for this weekend.  Jeff thought about another week before he would have them ready.  Looking forward to the next trip.  

BILL GRAHAM: Went paddling three days in a row from Birdland Marina in Des Moines to the first dam downtown and upstream to Euclid Avenue.  Really nice sunny windy days shared with those rowing shells.  I don't know that the water is deep enough anywhere else, at least on a

river. 

JERRY KEMPERMAN: On April 8-9, I was whitewater kayaking near Duluth - it was still winter but good water.  I've been on 3 or 4 paddling trips this late winter/spring but nothing to really write about - a lot of hog crap in Missouri waters and a gale on Lake Superior.

MATT VANDENACK: It was nice to meet you guys tonight at Grays Lake.  I'll plan to see the group out there again and maybe on some other trips, too.

CHAD MITTELSTADT: I am by no means a Boundary Waters expert, but I went there the past two years and had a wonderful time.  Two years ago was my first time, so I was cautious about planning and talked to many people about what would be a good first trip.  Following advice from seasoned BWCA travelers, I chose to start on lake one, and proceeded at my own pace through two, three, and four lakes, as time and energy permitted.  It was so much fun, I returned last year to do the same trip.  

The trip has many advantages to think about.  The lakes are relatively small, so wind and weather are usually not big factors.  The portages are relatively short, with good entrances and exits.  There are usually plenty of campsites, with good fire pits and trees to hang food from.  Four days would be just right to see a lot of water.  We were close to Ely, which is a fine North Woods town.  Ely has good lodging, restaurants, outfitters, and shopping.  I usually stay one night in Ely after the trip to wind down, eat well, and shower.  

You probably already know this, but the BWCA is very on-line.  Do some searches, and you can

find many of web sites from around the Ely area.  You can also register your trip (required) and pay for your permit on-line. 

As far as my own plans for this summer, I am getting anxious to get on the water.  I have a new yellow lab puppy that may prevent me from doing any extended trips until she settles down a little.  I am afraid she will tip us over, and she will enjoy being in the water more than in the canoe.  I am also getting married in Des Moines in October, and the wedding is taking a lot of resources (time and $), so that may limit my trips, also.  Good luck with making it to the BWCA this summer, I think you and your family would love it.

BOB HAIMA: I've been thinking about spending a few days on the St. Croix River this year, mainly because I'm getting too old to keep slogging into the Boundary Waters.  I'd be interested in the ages of the kids in your proposed Boundary Waters trip, and the stamina of the adults.  I'd say four days is a short trip, if you're hoping to find some of the solitude that the area has to offer. You need a couple more days, or a willingness to tackle some of the more unpleasant portages, if you hope to loose the company of other paddlers. I've gotten tired of toting heavy packs and canoes over rocky trails.  Another place I'm determined to get to this summer is the Apostle Islands. 

Well, hope to see you on the water sometime this year.  I haven't wet a paddle nearly often enough so far.

JERRY MASON: Just wanted to let you know that my son went to the Boundary Waters last summer, and he needed light-weight food.  He decided to take some Ramen noodles to help with making a meal.  He normally likes them, so it worked out well!  He also likes jerky, and that makes a good snack when you're hungry and on the water.  They had to rely on their compass once on their way back, but other than that they didn't have any trouble.  Good luck on your trip! You should have a good time.  I am dreaming of getting out on the water again...hope to see you there! 

DAVID LOOPS: I enjoy the newsletters and information about the canoe club.  If I were still in Iowa I would be participating.  I have, however, moved to Australia.  The sad news is that I couldn't take my handmade cedar & canvas canoe with me.  At any rate, you may remove me from your mailing list as I won't be able to

take in any events. Cheers!

GERRY ROWLAND: We had a good trip on the Des Moines River (Highway 30 at Boone to Sportsmans Access) on May 7, 12 boats and 17 people, mostly kayaks.

THE TRADING CORNER

Let us know if you have paddling equipment to trade, sell or give away and we'll let folks know about it.

Old Towne Penobscot 16: We added bumper strips to both nose and tail to prevent wear and tear to the outside from Boundary Waters rocks, and attached D rings to the inside to create tie downs for cargo.  Has woven cane seats.  One week long trip to Boundary Waters and a very few local paddling trips in a lake - no other hard use.  $700 or best offer.  Jean Eells, 2550 Stagecoach Road, Webster City, IA 50595-7375, 515-832-4687 or jceells@ncn.net
Kayak: I am looking for a kayak 9 feet or less, not white water, preferably sit-on-top, but I will look at any touring kayak.  Juan Gamboa, 515-236-5150 or 515-965-2711, ext. 2116.

PARTNERSHIPS

Iowa Department of Natural Resources seeks our help to update the Iowa Canoe Guide.  We suggest that you select a river from the Iowa Canoe Guide, available from the Department by calling 515-281-8675 or on the web at www.state.ia.us/parks/canoe/canoegui.htm.  

Mark up, or add to, the Iowa Canoe Guide pages for this river, noting any revisions to access points, bridges, dams and other hazards, portages, good routes for ferrying boats, points of interest, river miles between access points (a GPS is helpful here), name, address and phone of any local canoe outfitters.  Mail information to:

Michelle Wilson, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Wallace State Office Building, 900 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50319

 CENTRAL IOWA PADDLERS - 2000 EVENT CALENDAR

Participants should contact the trip coordinator ahead of time in case river conditions or plans change.  Take rain gear, extra clothes in a dry bag, plenty of water and snacks, hat, sunscreen, PFD, and extra paddle.  Trip Coordinators should provide the following information to trip participants: stream section or lake, date(s), meeting time and place, expected float time, your name and phone number, and level of difficulty.

Tuesday Evenings on Grays Lake

Meet every Tuesday evening on Grays Lake in Des Moines from 6 to 8 o'clock.  Grays Lake is located on Fleur Drive across from Waterworks Park in Des Moines.  Bring your canoe or kayak.  Make new paddling friends, try out a new boat or learn some new paddling skills.  You will find the group down by the swimming beach.

Thursday Evenings on Lake Ahquabi

Paddle with employees of Canoesport Outfitters who will be out test paddling canoes and kayaks.  Paddling clinics will be added as the season progresses.  Call 515-961-6117 for more information. 

Saturday, May 13, River Cleanup and BBQ Party

Join us for a full day of fun.  We'll start with an easy float trip (we may be walking) on the Raccoon River and pick up trash along the way.  Then at 6:00 p.m. we'll gather at Jeff Logsdon's for a kick-off party to celebrate our role as volunteer stewards of the Middle and South Raccoon Rivers.  Bring appetizer, salad, bread or dessert.  Contact Al Foster @ 515-277-0241for information about the float trip and Jeff Logsdon @ 515-438-2217 for information about the party.

Saturday, May 20, Des Moines River

We will float from Yellow Banks County Park east of Des Moines to Runnels Bridge Access.  Contact Gerry Rowland at 515-515-277-3092 or see the May newsletter for more information.

Week of May 21, Current River

Experience springtime in the Ozark Mountains.  Float the Current River in southern Missouri.  Contact Hugh Clatterbuck at 515-277-1327 for more information.

Week of June 4-10, Middle Raccoon River

Join this week long "Pass the Paddle" event at any time during the week.  Contact the Dallas County Conservation Board office at 515-465-3577 for more details.

Saturday and Sunday, June 10-11, Lake Ahquabi

This is a camping, canoeing, and hiking weekend on Lake Ahquabi south of Indianola.  Contact Mary Donaghy at 515-962-1040 for more information. 

Saturday, June 17, South Skunk River

Canoes and kayaks, paddle the South Skunk River Greenbelt below Story city near Ames.  Contact Mark Metelman at mmetelman@aol.com or 515-221-2587.

Saturday, June 24, Rivers 2000 - Water Trail Dedication

Join us to celebrate the new Des Moines River Canoe and Kayak Trail.  Plan to participate in the nearly statewide kick-off of the officially designated Des Moines River trail. Contact Gerry Rowland at 515-277-3092 for more information. 

Saturday, July 8, Middle Raccoon River

This is a public float sponsored by Dallas County Conservation Board.  The theme of the trip will be the geology of the river valley.  Contact the DCCB office at 515-465-3577 for more information.

Saturday, July 8, Des Moines River - Humboldt County

This float trip will be sponsored by the Des Moines River Restoration Committee, and will be from Rutland dam to Humboldt dam.  For more information, contact Gerry Rowland at 515-277-3092.
Saturday and Sunday, July 15-16, Canoe Van Buren

Paddle the Des Moines River through scenic Van Buren County.  Contact Stacy Glandon at 800-868-7822 or see May newsletter for more information.

Week of July 30-August 5, Mississippi River Rumble

This year's Rumble starts in Winona, MN on Sunday July 30, 2000.  Shuttling will take place on July 29.  The trip will end on Saturday, August 5, in Bellevue, IA.  Brochures will be available at Canoesport Outfitters in Indianola.

Friday-Sunday, August 11-13, Apostle Islands on Lake Superior

Prove you can do a kayak self-rescue and you are welcome to join this trip.  We will meet at Sand Bay on Lake Superior by mid-afternoon on Friday, paddle out to Sand Island, and camp out Friday and Saturday nights on Sand Island.  Depending on water conditions, we will paddle around the islands and/or hike Sand Island, returning on Sunday.  Contact Rob Tull at qajaq303@aol.com or 515-896-0723 for more information.

Saturday, August 12, Ottumwa Courier's River Ripple

This event was so successful last year that the Courier has scheduled it again.  The trip will start at Chillicothe and the takeout will be in Ottumwa.  Better access is promised!  Contact Dave Kraemer at 515-684-4611 for more information.

Saturday, August 26, Middle Raccoon River

This is a public float sponsored by Dallas County Conservation Board.  The theme of the trip will be the archaeology of the river valley.  Contact the DCCB office at 515-465-3577 for more information.

Saturday-Sunday, September 9-10, Middle Raccoon River

Paddle the Middle Raccoon from Redfield to Kuehn Conservation area where a Native American celebration will be held in the afternoon and evening.  Plan to camp out at Kuehn on Saturday evening, and paddle to the takeout on Sunday.  Contact Robin Fortney at 515-277-1763 for more information.

Saturday, September 16, Middle Raccoon River

This is a public float sponsored by Dallas County Conservation Board.  The theme of the trip will be water quality monitoring.  Contact the DCCB office at 515-465-3577 for more information.

Sunday, October 8, Des Moines River

Join Robin for her second annual birthday float on the Des Moines River.  We'll put in at Sycamore Access at 1 p.m. and do a leisurely float down to Birdland Marina.  Contact Robin at 515-277-1763 for more information.

Saturday, October 14, Middle Raccoon River

This is a public float sponsored by Dallas County Conservation Board.  The theme of the trip will be the scenic history of the river valley.  Contact the DCCB office at 515-465-3577 for more information.

Week of November 5, Buffalo River

Travel to northwest Arkansas to float the middle section of the beautiful Buffalo River.  Contact Hugh Clatterbuck at 515-277-1327 for more information.

Sunday, November 11, Fall Party


Come celebrate the season with a potluck lunch.  Venue to be determined.  Plan to canoe in if there's water!


Canoeing and kayaking are potentially life-threatening sports.  Participants on trips promoted by the club must accept responsibility and liability for their own preparedness and safety.
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